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was that, on available information, Barrier Inlet was more acces-
sible to ships than Hut Point.
The expedition was well equipped, with a strong ship, the
Nimrod, though she was small.   Lieut. Rupert England, R.N.R.,
was Master and John King Davis, who here first comes before us,
was First Officer.    On July zoth, 1907, the Nimrod sailed from
London, and anchored for the night at Greenhithe.    Here a mes-
sage was received from King Edward, commanding the ship to
call at Cowes, where His Majesty, Queen Alexandra, the Prince of
Wales and other royal personages, inspected the ship and equip-
ment.    The M.V.O. was conferred on Shackleton, and Queen
Alexandra presented the expedition with a flag for the farthest
south.    Calls were made at Torquay, St. Vincent and Capetown.
Lyttleton, New Zealand, was reached on November 23rd, and it
was found that only ten of the fifteen Manchurian ponies, which
were to drag the sledges, could be accommodated in the ship.    A
motor-car also was taken.    The Nimrod sailed on New Year's
Day, 1908, when 30,000 people gave her a send-off from Lyttle-
ton Harbour.    The ship was so heavily laden that she had only
3 feet of freeboard with which to cross the stormiest ocean in the
world;  but Shackleton's originality had come into play and^ he
had chartered the collier Koonya to tow him as far as the pack ice, ^
thus husbanding the Nimrod9s precious stock of coal.    The New
Zealand Government and Sir James Mills of the Union Steamship
Company paid the whole cost of the tow between them.    This
was the first time that such a method of husbanding a ship's coal
supply had been attempted.   The Nimrod was towed a distance of
over 1,500 miles successfully through the stormy waters of the
Southern Ocean in spite of a very heavy gale that caught the ves-
sels soon after leaving Lyttleton.   The wind at times reached
hurricane force and the Nimrod* s bulwarks were smashed by waves
estimated to be 40 feet high.    The storm continued day after day
until January izth; two of the ponies were injured and had to be
shot.   During the whole twelve days there was not a dry place in
the ship.    Two days later the first icebergs were sighted, and on /
January 15th the Koonya cast off her tow and the ships parted com-
pany.   As the Nimrod proceeded south she passed through a large
fleet of low tabular bergs, but no pack ice.   These bergs, about
20 feet high, were succeeded by larger ones about 100 feet in
height.   The Ross Barrier came in sight on January 23rd and its
ice-cliffs were coasted eastward until the position of Balloon Inlet,